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ABSTRACT: 

 
Introduction & Objective: Pulmonary edema after chest tube 

insertion is a rare complication and is associated with high 

mortality. The cause of this phenomenon is not clear, although 

causes such as decrease in surfactant and inflammatory process 

have been defined. Early diagnosis and treatment decrease the 

mortality. This study introduces a case of re-expansion pulmonary 

edema after rapid pleural evacuation. 

 

Case: The case is a 4.5 y/o boy, a case of Tetralogy of Fallot, who 

developed respiratory distress after surgery (Total Correction) in 

ICU of Namazi Hospital in 1385. Chest X ray showed 

pneumothorax of left lung. For the patient, chest tube was inserted 

and the symptoms improved. After few hours the patient developed 

tachypnea, tachycardia, and CXR showed pulmonary edema of left 

lung. Appropriate treatment was done for the patient and his 

condition improved. 

 
Conclusion: Pulmonary edema after sudden evacuation of pleura 

is a rare phenomenon and early diagnosis decreases the mortality. 
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